Everyone a winner with Youth Training Enterprises' house painting project
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The traditional concept of work for many people is securing a job and getting paid at the end of the week or month for your efforts.

Given the current rising unemployment crisis and the increasing difficulty facing our early school leaver population, the need exists to be creative and innovative in relation to work experience.

Ellen O’Donnell, manager with Clonmel Youth Training Enterprises (CYTE) is exploring alternative options and opportunities to enable early school leavers experience the world of work.

One such initiative was the house painting project at Carrigeen/The Wilderness.

CYTE and Gerry Flynn, chairperson of Funded Housing in South Tipperary (FHIST) worked together to get the job done. It was a brave step for all to get involved but by working together so much was accomplished, while giving pleasure to others and at the same time learning valuable skills.

This project also helped to strengthen the relationships between the young people and the community. Thanks are extended to the manager Margaret and the residents, in particular Sean, for looking after the learners so well.


Pictured at the conclusion of the house painting project organised by Clonmel Youth Training Enterprises (CYTE) in conjunction with the Funded Housing in South Tipp (FHIST) initiative at Carrigeen/The Wilderness were, from left, Marian Parsons, resident; painter Edel Sheehan; Ellen O'Donnell, CYTE manager; Kay O'Connor, painting overseer; Gerry Flynn, FHIST; Catherine Phelan, resident and Shirley Fahey, outreach worker.

The team of young people from CYTE were motivated and supervised by Kay O’ Dwyer, painter and interior designer.

CYTE believes these young people have great potential just waiting to be tapped, but they will need support/training /education and every opportunity to be involved.

If people have any other suggestions for gaining work experience or any alternative projects, call 052-24011 or visit Clonmel Youth Training Enterprises at Slí​ Nua.

